JACKS LAKE ASSOCIATION

Annual General Meeting

July 11, 2010

Apsley Community Centre

1.Call to Order and welcome

President Ruth Pezzack opened the meeting at 10:05am.   

2. President’s Opening Remarks 

Ruth asked those present to pass the sign-up sheets along for volunteers for the regatta. As well a petition is being circulated re the needed improvements to Jack Lake Road. (Petition will also be at the marinas and circulated at the regatta.)

The tree and shrub sapling program was very successful. Ruth asked that people let the JLA know of their success rate.

Ruth thanked Elizabeth Hoyle for the excellent Smoke Signals issue   She also thanked Dave Hoyle and Carolyn Ford for their contributions.

Ruth reported that the Executive is being pro-active regarding the Forest Management Plan. Concerns regarding safety and the preservation of flora and fauna have been communicated. If anyone has expertise in this area they are asked to please assist. Also if anyone knows of endangered species habitat please let Neill Lanz, Sheelagh Hysenaj, Karen Burleigh Kerr or Ruth know. If you have a GPS and give the coordinates that would be helpful. The JLA will continue to advocate on behalf of members.

Ruth introduced the Board Members present: Greg Herring, Sheelagh Hysenaj, Karen Burleigh Kerr, Marcine Dubois, Charlie Coffey, Bill Lennox, Eileen Moulton, Neill Lanz, Mary Beadon. Bob Kochan and Ryan Dunkerly were absent. Bob and Sheelagh will be retiring although Sheelagh will continue to do the water quality testing and she is willing to mentor anyone who has an interest in the environment.

Ruth reminded members of the all candidates meetings. The closest one for Jack Lake is on Kasshabog Lake at Stony  Marina on Apr. 28th  from 10am to noon or the Lake Kasshabog Library/Community Center on North Road from 1 to 3pm.. It is hoped that many members will attend.

3. Agenda

The president called for additions to the agenda. Two additional guest speakers were added – Mike Gibbs for the Lakeland Alliance and Ivars Krumins from the OPP.

It was moved by Carolyn Ford and seconded by Hugh Spence that the agenda be adopted as amended. Passed
4. Minutes of 2009 AGM

Moved by Bill Dubois and seconded by Doug Moulton that the minutes be approved as circulated. Passed

5. Guest Speakers

Ruth introduced the Reeves of both Havelock Belmont Methuen and North Kawartha.

Ron Gerow, Havelock Belmont Methuen

The Reeve complemented Elizabeth Hoyle and the association on our excellent newsletter. He introduced the other members of his council who were present. He appreciates the dialogue with the HBM Conference on issues. Council is implementing new strategies for improving communications. Website updates and improvements are underway. He reported that amendments to the Township Zoning By Laws will be looked at after the fall elections. They will continue to meet with lake associations and the HBM Conference regarding these issues.

The reeve reported that an announcement about high speed internet service is imminent.

There have been changes in the municipal offices required for compliance with accessibility regulations. The August council meeting will be at the 6th Line Hall but they should be back in council chambers by Sept.

Mr. Gerow reported that they have a great working relationship with the HBM Conference and they hope to continue and foster that relationship. He will meet in Aug. with committee representatives concerning the Lake Plan.

Jim Whelan, Reeve of North Kawartha

Reeve Whelan reported that an integrated waste site system for the County of Peterborough is being discussed. They have talked to surrounding townships about this. There are logistical issues to be resolved.

Regarding the Jake Lake Road improvements, he reported that it is a top priority for both HBM and North Kawartha for next year. The County rates it a “low volume” road. 

He reported that the announcement re broadband coverage for Eastern Ontario will be made very soon. It will initially be satellite coverage.

He reported on official openings for the North Kawartha Library, the firehall, works garage and the community centre. These were all built with stimulus money.

Reeve Whelan also reported on a proposed Adult Community Project at Balmer Road and Highway 620.

Question from the floor regarding zoning changes: it was reported that the amendment process happens every 5 years. An amendment has already been passed re 30 metre setbacks for new construction. There have been concerns regarding boathouses and existing structures on the water. All changes will be part of the general amendment process and all lake associations and the HBM Conference will be involved. A draft will be circulated for comment prior to passing.

OPP Officer Ivars Krumins

Officer Krumins is with the Peterborough Marine Unit. He has heard that there are speed zone and lack of enforcement concerns and he will pass these on. As a rule of thumb, any boat on a plane is above the 10km / hour limit and will be issued a ticket. Photocopies of boat licenses are accepted locally. He recommended putting copies in all boats inside the safety kits. He reported that if you lose a license it is very difficult to replace. Fines are up this year. Fines for not having life jackets aboard are $200 plus $100 for each one missing.

Question from the floor regarding US citizens. Officer Krumins reported that Americans must follow the US rules for their home state. 

Safety equipment and life jackets must be readily accessible. US approved life jackets are acceptable in US registered boats, Canadian registered boats must have Canadian approved jackets. All kayaks and canoes need life jackets and safety kits. 

Mike Gibbs, Lakeland Alliance

Mr. Gibbs explained that Lakeland Alliance is a shoreline advisory program with many government and conservation groups involved. Members of the Alliance will visit your property and give advice regarding shoreline erosion, septic systems and invasive species. This is a free service, voluntary and completely confidential. Results are not shared with anyone. There is a sign up sheet for all those interested. 

The Alliance has chaired a Conference for the past 10 years and this year it is in Apsley at the new Community Centre on Oct. 2, 2010. Pre-registration is necessary at www.lakelandalliance.net.

Proposed Operations for Bancroft Minden Forest 2011-2021 Forest Management Plan

Lacy Rose(Plan author), Bruce Fleck(MNR area forester), Peter Nitschke(Planning team co-chair)

There was a presentation regarding the proposed forestry operations around Jack Lake. The history thus far of the consultative process was outlined. A draft plan is to go to the ministry in August and a final plan is anticipated in January. Anyone interested can join the LCC – Local Citizens Committee.

Mr Nitschke explained the various types of cutting as indicated on the maps that were posted. Concern was expressed about the clear-cut areas that surround the lake. Mr Nitschke made a commitment to communicate with the association as detailed plans become firmer. He explained that “archeological concerns” means that there are restrictions on exposure of the soil in these areas.

Question from the floor asking if MNR had an inventory of wetlands. MNR does not. They have an inventory of “values” including shorelines, species, snowmobile trails. These are protected as they negotiate with the forestry company. MNR would like help in identifying these areas.

Question from the floor regarding why they would choose a Game Preserve for harvesting. It was explained that a game preserve refers only to hunting. Also the exposure from harvesting allows the creation of a young forest habitat. They try to mimic natural events.

Copies of maps will be supplied. Members were asked to submit questions and the JLA will try to get answers. Aug. 4th is the deadline for submission of comments on the draft. There will be more input at the next stage at the Information Center, Bancroft in September, 2010 for the Review of the draft Forest Management Plan and in December, 2010 for the Inspection of the MNR approved Forest Management Plan.

Question from the floor regarding the use of existing roads.

Operations will be Sept.- March, they will avoid weekends and will work to reduce the impact of noise and truck traffic for local residents.

Members were encouraged to submit questions and comments for further discussion or call 1-613-332-3940, ext. 235.

6. Statutory Authorizations

Approval of 2009 Financial Statement and 2010 Budget

Copies were distributed and Treasurer, Greg Herring reviewed the key points. He explained that we operate on a calendar year and a cash basis. Revenues were up from membership dues and advertising as well as regatta revenue from charging non-members for participation. The expenses were newsletter, regatta, the environment, buoys, hydro and memberships in organizations. The surplus for 2009 was $7,318.

Greg thanked Elizabeth Hoyle and Caroline Ford and Eileen Moulton for their hard work in raising revenues.

It was moved by Alice Weisner and seconded by Donna Smith that the Financial Statements be accepted as circulated.

It was moved by Dr. Long and seconded by Mr. Robey that the 2010 Budget be accepted as circulated.

Election And Nomination of Directors effective Sept.2010

It was moved by Dr. Long and seconded by Linda Tripp that Neill Lanz, Eileen Moulton and Ruth Pezzack be re-elected as JLA Directors.

President Ruth Pezzack called for nominations from the floor for Directors At Large. There were none.

7. Directors Reports

Directors Reports were circulated at the meeting.

8 JLA By-Laws Amendments

Hugh Spence has been working on the by-laws in order to update the original 1986 version. A proposed constitution was mailed with the Summer 2010 Smoke Signals. A mail in vote will be included with the Winter 2011 Smoke Signals.

If there are any questions Hugh can be called at 656-9032. 

9. Other Business

Regatta – Dave Hoyle needs volunteers. Please ask your neighbours to help out for sports or special events. Sign up for participation can be done at the back following the meeting or the day of the regatta from 7:30- 2:00. Sign up for the Sailing is on  Sat. July 31 before the regatta from 9:30-10:30 am. at the tent on the Anchorage property.

Fisheries (See attached report) Bill Dubois reported that the Walleye Watch participation was amazing. The committee is looking for spawning sites in the south basin, west-facing areas. If anyone knows of sites please let him know. These will be re-habilitated in future if identified. Plans are underway for a Kids Fishing Derby next July. Volunteers are needed.

Fire Pumps Bill Pezzack that the same 10 existing fire pump locations are all operational. Three or four huts will be replaced this year. There has been a generous donation of a new pump this year. The location is still to be determined. There will be a fire pump demo. at the regatta.

Membership Draws
There was a draw for all members who were present. The following were winners:

Marvel Rapids Golf and ½ Cart

Bob & Alice Weisner

Marvel Rapids Golf and ½ Cart

Greg & Donna Weiden

Wellington Street Gift Certificate

Archie & Margaret McKay

Sayers Foodland Gift Certificate

Karen & Randy Soland

Home Hardware Gift Certificate

Skip & Chris Howe

10. Questions from Floor

Several members reported nuisance bears around their property. JLA will call the MNR in Bancroft to report again the incidents. If bear problems are life threatening we are to call the OPP. All other calls should go to the bear coordinator, Katrina, at the Bancroft  MNR.

Meeting Adjourned at 12:30 pm

PAGE  
1

