ENVIRONMENT SUMMARY:
 

Water Quality Monitoring:  Samples collected in May 2010 (Sharpes Bay and Brooks Bay) were sent to the Ministry of Environment laboratory for analysis of Total Phosphorus.  At Jack Lake, both sets of samples were less than 10 μg/L (micrograms per litre) TP which places the lake in an oligotrophic state and were lower than previous year's samples.  This might have been a result of different environmental conditions - long cold spring, greater wind, less sunlight, etc.  All data is available on the MOE Lake Partner web site: http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/environment/en/local/lake_partner_program/STDPROD_078989.html.  Oxygen concentration in Sharpes Bay is essential for the survival of Lake Trout and other cold water fish is excellent, unlike other bays such as Brooks and Williams which loose their oxygen each summer.  However, this Spring high winds thoroughly mixed the water column and oxygen in higher concentrations has been measured in the deeper depths than previous years.
 

Water Clarity (Secchi):  Sharpes Bay and the south half past the narrows tends to have greater water clarity throughout the spring/summer/fall compared to Brooks Bay and the bay's north of the narrows.  This is consistent with all previous years of monitoring over the past several decades.
 

Invasive Species:  A large net is used to filter water through the water column to collect a sample which is submitted to Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters for analysis for Spiny Water Flea and Zebra Mussels.  Results in the past have indicated that both these invasive species may be present in the lake but the results have not been duplicated so it is important to continue to be careful about transporting boats, personal water craft and trailers in and out of Jack Lake.  The OFAH web site http://www.invadingspecies.com/Programs.cfm?A=Page&PID=19 includes information and resources about a wide range of invading species in Ontario and how to prevent their spread and impact on the environment.
 

Species at Risk:  Please report all species at risk observations to Graham Cameron, Species at Risk Biologist at MNR Bancroft 613-332-3940 Ext. 219 - if you can also take a photograph of the species and document where and when it was seen it is valuable information.  The Bancroft District is very large and has limited resources that without volunteer observations and reporting the area cannot be properly managed and the species are at risk to being lost forever.  We are fortunate that our lake is surrounded by a diverse forest which provides a wide range habitats supporting broad range of insects, birds, fish, reptiles, mammals, flowers and trees - http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Species/2ColumnSubPage/276503.html.  Species at risk known to be in the area are Five Lined Skink (Ontario's only lizard), Blandings Turtle (yellow throat), Stinkpot Turtle (small), Spotted Turtle (yellow spots on shell), Whip-poor-will (you might hear them calling at night), Common Nighthawk (despite the name not common) and Eastern Ribbonsnake and many others.  There are some species on the list that are commonly seen at Jack Lake including Monarch Butterflies and Snapping Turtles.
 

Loon Watch: Last summer very few baby loons reached maturity.  Please be careful and avoid hitting loons and their young when you are out in your boat.  The loon babies for 2011 are starting to hatch and will soon be out in the water but cannot dive for almost 8 weeks to avoid being hit by boats.  The JLA has been an active participant in the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey (CLLS) since 1981 due to the persistance and dedication of Irene Mann a former cottager who helped develop this long-term, volunteer-based project designed to monitor the breeding success of loons on lakes across Canada. 
 

Ospreys: Unfortunately, two of the three osprey nests at the lake (I have not been to the fourth this season) were blown apart during the large wind storm on June 8th however the adults were seen recently perched on the tree limbs near their nesting sites.  
