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Thanks to those who signed the JLA petition last summer to get the County's and 
Townships' attention on the extremely poor condition of this road. We have been 
infonned that approval y,.as given in the 2011 County budget. Extra money was allocated 
lOr work on three low traffic volume roads like ours from the County's Reserve funds. 
Work should commence this August/September. 

The project involves the section nfroad l'rom County Road 504 south approximately 5.2 
km., and will involve the replacement of several cross culverts and restoration ofthe 
~urface to width of8.0 m. wherever possible. During the construction, one lane wiU be 
open at all times ·with both lanes open at the end ufthe day. 

We Have a New Jack's lake Association Constitution! 

The modifications made to the JLA con:rtitution were ratified with a 97% approval. 
Thank you lbr your support. 

Fire Pumps 

The JLA is happy to report that an anonymous donor has given the JLA a new fire pump. 
l'lease note the location on your 2011 maps oft he newly donated pump. It is located on 
the north shore, at the 'vest end oft he Narrows. 

Havelock .flelmont-Mcthuen lake~ Association OIBMLA) 

The HUl\1LA is as umbrella organization of lake associations made up of elected 
volunteers who are committed to improving conmmnication between the individual lake 
associations, and between the lake associations and the Township, govcrlll1lcnt agendes 
and FOCA. The lake associations' membership numbers show that they represent a high 
percent of their lakes' property owners. As you know, no organization can be held to a 
standard of representing a!! residents' interests. Recogni;r.ed best practices are the 
guideline of the HHMLA. 



At a Feb. meeting, HBMLA members questioned council regarding: timely 
conmmnications; the HHM Official Plan; the timing and state of Scopcd By-Laws; an 
HHM environmental brochure; source water protection. 

At a Public Meeting in April a draft of the 2011 budget was reviewed and HBMLA 
members pT<lvided feedback. Concern was expressed that no spending reductions were 
found, and that the pmcticc ofincrea~ing taxes ·we!l in excess of inflation was not 
sustainable by taxpayers. 

Concern was expressed that coUJleil continues to maintain that because the mi!l n1te 
declined by 3%, that there would be a 3% decrease in taxes in IIBM Township. We 
~bowed comJCil a report in the Community Press on April 14, 2011 with a headline 
announcing "TI!rcc per cent tax deerea.~c". This is clearly a misleading statement, since 
spending ami therefore taxes will increase by 7% in the coming year. The fact that the 
assessment base increa.~ed by \0% results in a decrease in the mill rate. It was brought to 
council's attention that on the same page of the Community Press, the following headline 
related to Mannora stated: "Expect 2.4% increase on tax bills", with the Jbllowing 
opening paragraphs: 

"Mannora- Council here has passed its 2011 budget with a 5.9 per cent tax rate 
decrease, but thut won't mean lower taxes for most residents. Due to the 
assessment phase in for 2011, most honschuld.s in Marmora and Lake can 
expect to see an a,·crage increase of2.4 per ~ent on their taxes this year ..... " 

So it is clear that IIBM Council has taken a di!Terent commUJlications approach from 
Mannora, one that in IIBMLA 's opinion obscures to most ta.'l:paycrs what is actually 
happening. Reeve Ron Gerow and Chief Administration OITicer (CAO) Linda Reed 
disagreed with our position on this, stating that there are reasons that an increasing 
assessment base results in additional demands on township resources and thus drives 
higher costs. CAO Reed agreed to quantify how mUch of the assessment increase drives 
additional costs and how much is related to increa~es in property values that do not. 
CAO Reed agreed to write an article on the 2011 budget that we could publish in the 
various lake nev.sletters scheduled to be issued in the spring. We agreed to work with her 
on this. 

The IIDl\1LA look tbrward to working with council to play a more active role in 
developing next year's budget so that more sustainable taxation can be developed. 
Individual prup~rty owners arc welcome to express their opinions directly to Reeve 
Gerow or other council members. Telephone munbers and email addresses arc available 
at the Township ofHavelock-Belmont-Metbuen web site at: 

http :If wv. w. ha ,. e l ockh:c_ l_mo ntmet h uen . on. cal council. p hp. 



F'isheries Committee Report 

A Kids Fishing Derby is to be held at Jack's Lal..e on Saturday, July 16, 2011. This 
exciting e"ent is sponsored b} Kids, Cops and Canadian Tire along with the Jack's Lal..e 
Association and our two Marinas. the Anchorage and Forest Glen. 

Adults v.i;hing to register their Kids or Grandkids can email or call : 
anthon' halco' itch 'u holmail.com or call 705-768-3592. 

Registration will also be available at the tv.o Marinas from 8Al\i1 - 9AM on July 16'h 
Fishing is for kids 12 and under from 9AM to I I :30 AM. 

Plans a lso include a fish fry, a fi lleting demonstration. prizes, giveaways, and snacks for 
all the kids! 

The Fisheries Committee conducted another Walleye Watch in April to determine the 
success of the previous years· spawning bed rehabilitation effortS. Thank you to the 
brave and hearty folks who looked after this. Plans are underway to set another date this 
summer to conduct s pawning bed rehab ilitat ion in the south basin. The committee will 
also be seuing long term goals for the committee and" ill share this information v. ith 
MNR Bancroft 

Membership Report 

Membership in the association is on target for this year. Copies of the most recent Smoke 
Signals mailed to former members result~d in fi,e ncv. memberships. The committee will 
again be present at the Regatta to sign up aD) One interested in membership. 
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