Forest Management Planning Backgrounder for the Jack Lake Association

Forest Management Plans (FMPs) are prepared for Crown Lands in Ontario for each of the forty- seven designated management units. Plans are prepared for the long term and provide details of operations for a 10 year period. The 2011-2021 plan for the Bancroft Minden Forest is being prepared at this time. 

Forest management plans are large and complex documents prepared in accordance with the Forest Management Planning Manual for Ontario’s Crown Forests.  A FMP establishes long term objectives for the forest and develops a management strategy to achieve a balance of the many often competing objectives. A suite of modelling tools are used to build the management strategy and to assess the level of objective achievement of the selected long term management strategy. The plan describes harvest, renewal, maintenance and access activities in terms of methods, locations, area and timing of operations. It describes how activities will be monitored for compliance and effectiveness. The plan describes all known forest values and how they will be protected. All other uses of Crown Land are considered and to the extent possible and consistent with the Ontario Crown Land-Use Atlas are protected or enhanced. 

The plan is prepared by a large and diverse group. The author is a professional forester, in our case employed by the Sustainable Forest Licensee for the management unit, the Bancroft Minden Forest Company Inc. The author is supported by a multi-disciplinary planning team including MNR foresters, biologists, Aboriginal representatives, Local Citizen’s Committee (LCC) chair and a multitude of MNR advisors. The LCC represents as many stakeholders as possible and provides advice on all aspects of the plan as it is being prepared and throughout its implementation.

The planning process is divided into 5 stages to solicit public input as the plan is prepared. Stage-1 began with the Invitation to Participate in December 2008 during which time the planning team, LCC and background information were assembled. In stage-2 The Review of the Long Term Management Direction objectives, management strategy, preliminary harvest areas and primary road proposals were completed and presented on December 15, 2009. Stage-3 is being prepared at this time and will provide details of all planned operations for the first five year period and the locations of areas planned for the second five year period. An open house will be held on or about April 24, 2010 for the review. During stage-4 the draft plan will be prepared for an open house in November 2010. Stage-5 Inspection of the Approved Plan should take place early in 2011 to permit operations to commence April 1, 2011.

Forest management activities are proposed west and south of Jack Lake during the 2011-2016 period and east of the lake during the 2016-2021 period. To-date the Jack Lake Association, landowners, cottagers, municipalities, McCoy Bay Road Association and Ontario Parks have commented. This information will assist the planning team as it prepares the operational details of the FMP.

For further information contact:

Lacey Rose RPF                                      Bruce Fleck RPF

Plan Author                                            MNR Planning Forester  

613-332-6890 ext 202                            613-332-3940 ext 235 

bmfcplanner@bancroft.cc                        bruce.fleck@ontario.ca
Useful Links:

Planning Manual

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Forests/Publication/MNR_E000215P.html
Current Forest Management Plan

http://www.appefmp.mnr.gov.on.ca/eFMP/home.do?language=en
Planning Guides

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Forests/2ColumnSubPage/STEL02_164533.html
