Jack’s Lake Association Comments on 

 ACCESS ROADS for 

2011 – 2021 Forest Management Plan

Jack Lake Area

The comments made in the January 18, 2010 response pertained to the proposed locations of planned harvest operations.  The following feedback refers specifically to the proposed access roads that the Jack’s Lake Association (JLA) Directors believe are very important to our 410 members.  The stakeholders have a very high level of concern both about the proposed locations of the harvest operations and the proposed access roads.

If McCoy Road is used, the Directors have several serious safety and budget concerns. These are:

· This is a very narrow road, not wide enough to allow safe passage for an on-coming industrial sized vehicle and a car, especially in the winter.  Snowmobiles, all terrain vehicles and hikers would be in a deadly position especially on a hill or curve.

· The road was never constructed with the intention of being used by both recreational and commercial interest groups.  Cottagers have invested a great deal of money over the life of a road that was not intended to benefit logging companies and their trucks.  The McCoy Bay Road Association estimates that cottagers have spent around $750,000 to maintain and improve the main roads, which translates into $15,000 per cottager.   Later purchasers have spent much more due to the increased right of way fee paid to Mr. Meharg.

·  Extra maintenance must be fairly funded by the logging companies in order to compensate the road association’s 116 members. 

· The increased noise, and dust are a concern for owners in all four seasons.

For access to the west side of Jack Lake, the extra truck traffic would be on Jack Lake Road, a Peterborough County road from which privately maintained cottage roads branch.  These are: 

· Shady Lane Road (with a well used transfer station, two large cabin and trailer parks, plus several cottages on Fire Routes 86 and 87A to D and year round residents) 

· Narrows Point Road (Fire Routes 89 and branches 89A to R) 

· an extension of Jack Lake Road (feeding Fire Routes 50 and branches 50A to C, 51 and 52).

Jack Lake Road also passes by three commercial properties and access to the public launch.  The commercial properties include two well-used marinas and a cabin/trailer park.

If Jack Lake Road is used by more forestry vehicles, the following must be addressed:

· The intersection where Narrows Point Road meets Jack Lake Road is dangerous because it is on a hill, so there is little chance of the 131cottagers on this road seeing an oncoming logging truck traveling along Jack Lake Road from the west and having the truck be able to stop in time.  

· Jack Lake Road is already extremely poorly maintained and has several deep potholes in all seasons.  An arrangement with the County would have to supplement the year round maintenance of this County Road.

The JLA is committed to work hard to improve the fish stocks and protect the area’s biodiversity and water quality.

· Additional access to the lake could result in increased fishing pressure and poaching of the wildlife and flora, including young trees.

· Our January 18th response covers the threat to the biodiversity and water quality

In addition to the above concerns, additional information is required before the JLA can make further comments.  These are:

· What is the frequency of logging vehicles per day and over what period of time is this intended?

· What are the long-term goals of the Forest Management Plan for this area?

· What are the reasons for harvesting?  Are the trees reaching maturity or are they diseased?

· Following the storm of 2006, one company came in to “clean up” a small area along McCoy Road where there were blown down trees.  They took the trees they wanted but left the area in worse condition than after the storm.  Trees that had not come down were cut in order to get at the specific trees they wanted.  What guarantees do we have that this will not happen again?

· It is critical to note that due to lack of funds, wetlands and streams in Methuen Township were never properly assessed and categorized under Provincial regulations.  Recently the Township of Havelock-Belmont-Methuen tried to get funding to have this done, but were denied funding from the MNR.  Protecting the biodiversity of the area is a major concern of our members and is reflected in the Jack Lake Stewardship Plan.  Thus before the Forest Management Plan goes forward, a current, complete and detailed inventory and assessment of wetlands, streams, stick nester, fish habitat and spawning bed, rare and endangered species, deer yards, etc. must be completed before any roads are constructed/enhanced and forest extraction is initiated.  Will you guarantee that these will occur before the start of the implementation of this Plan?

**A small working group of Jack’s Lake Association volunteers may be able to assist the MNR in identifying and mapping the valued ecosystem components and the sensitive areas through the Forest Management Plan process.  This collaborative approach is the goal of the Jack Lake Stewardship Plan.

· What are the repercussions/penalties should the logging companies not live up to their commitments should the plan be approved.

· Have you contacted directly all four of the road associations on Jack’s Lake for their comments?
We strongly request that logging traffic be restricted to the winter months, Monday noon to Friday noon only.  This will reduce, but not eliminate accidents for the many who use their cottages over the winter and also reduce road degradation.  

Additional background information can be obtained from the first part of our submission written January 18, 2010.  There must be an ecological approach to forest management instead of a timber approach to protect the water quality, flora and fauna.  The safety of our lakeside community members is of foremost importance!
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