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President’s Update (Ruth Pezzack)

Since the fall, the Jack’s Lake Stewardship Plan’s Action Plan priorities that have been worked on are:

· Investigated boat wash systems to prevent the spread of invasive species.  We worked with the invasive species specialist from the Federation of Anglers and Hunters and the biologist at the Bancroft MNR.   After looking into several systems, the most recommended, effective method is public education.  The fisheries committee will be funded for communication boards that will be placed at strategic locations around the lake.

· Coordinated the renewal of the Havelock-Belmont-Methuen Conference (of lake associations) to discuss matters of mutual benefit.  Continued to attend NORKLA meetings.

· Petitioned the Townships to protect the road allowance width of the public launch.

· HBM Conference (of Lake Associations) encouraged HBM Council to create a brochure of information on best practices for maintaining a naturally vegetated shoreline.  It would be mailed in Lake Association newsletters and distributed by thei Township Planning Department when applications for building permits and variances are made.  A check list of best practices is also being considered.  North Kawartha put these in place this past year.

· Please sign our petition to get the Jack’s Lake Road maintained better.

We will be working on the remaining four Lake Stewardship Plan, Action Plan priorities in the upcoming year.

We ran our first Native Tree and Shrub Sapling Program this spring.  Saplings were ordered from the Bancroft Stewardship Council.    Their sponsors subsidized the price for some saplings.  Please let me know of the success rate for your saplings so we can determine if we will offer the program next spring.  Thanks to Jack Lake Landscaping for allowing us to distribute from their property.

President’s Update Continued
You saw our response to the Bancroft Minden Forest Management Plan 2011-2021 in the winter edition of Smoke Signals.  At the June Open House, I picked up maps of our area and sought clarification and information from the Plan author and MNR Area Forester of the proposed operations for the Bancroft Minden Forest 2011-2021 Forest Management Plan.  Your executive will be making written comments by August 4, 2010.  If you have expertise or an interest in this area, please let me know ASAP at 656-1825.

You will soon be seeing new buoys that meet the requirements of Transport Canada in place around the lake.  Many of our existing buoys needed to be replaced, so this was an opportunity to meet the new standards.

The Havelock-Belmont-Methuen Conference (of lake associations) has met several times since December to discuss common issues and present ideas to Council.  We plan to seek your thoughts on important issues to lakeshore property owners.  Sue Cushing, a HBM Conference representative from Round Lake, is running for the position of Councillor At-Large in the October 2010 municipal election.  She is seeking to represent the lakeshore property owners in Havelock-Belmont-Methuen, so watch for her campaign material.

There are a few Meet the HBM Candidates opportunities in August.

#1.  Round Lake Community Hall, Saturday, August 14, noon until 2 p.m.

#2.  Stoney Point Marina, Saturday, August 28, 10 a.m. until noon

#3   Kasshabog Lake Community Hall (North Shore Rd.), Saturday, August 28, 1-3 p.m.
North Kawartha Open House Invitation – Saturday, July 17 for the Apsley Library, Roads Garage and Emergency Headquarters (Fire Station 2).

All of us needed to have our Boater’s License by September 15, last fall.  We certainly can put the money from a $250 fine to better use, like enjoying ourselves in Apsley and on our docks!  

Please bookmark the JLA website on your computer.  The address is www.jackslakeassociation.ca   Thanks to Pierre Bertrand for voluntarily setting it up and acting as Webmaster for us.  You will find interesting links as well as tidbits of information and news.  Please let me know if you have ideas of what you would like to see on this website.  I can be reached at 656-1825.

The following are positions and projects that are available to carry out the business of the JLA:

· Political Action people to provide input at Township Public Meetings for Zoning By-laws and/or Official Plan proposals.

· We need directors to work on the Executive team as Vice -President, Secretary and Director of the Environment (Sheelagh will continue to monitor water quality and invasive species and to mentor her replacement.  This is a wonderful opportunity to learn from a caring professional).  Please contact Charlie Coffey, Marcine DuBois or Ruth Pezzack to discuss these positions.

Buoys and Markers (Bill Lennox)

As everyone knows the water levels on Jack Lake are already low so having a good system to mark the rocks are very important. By law we are required to upgrade the Buoys on the lake. We have ordered new buoys with the proper marking on them to replace existing buoys some of which we were going to replace any way as they were getting old.  Last year we updated the flashing lights to solar powered and will save $160.00 per year not having to replace batteries twice during the season.  Have a safe summer on the lake.

Environment (Sheelagh Hysenaj)

The ice went out on April 1st this year – the earliest ever recorded for this lake.  The earlier than usual event and warmer than average water temperatures resulted in a lot of fish species spawning earlier in the spring.  Water temperatures also increased at a faster rate and the lake stratified sooner.   

Oxygen measurements taken in Sharpes Bay in the Spring averaged well above 10 milligrams per litre (minimum required 7-8 milligrams per litre to sustain lake trout) all the way to the bottom.  However, Williams and Brooks Bays were already depleted of oxygen at deep depths (not unusual for these bays but this often occurs later in the year).  Lake Partner phosphorus samples were collected middle of May and sent for analysis to Ministry of Environment in Dorsett (no analysis available yet).  

All three natural osprey nests at the lake are occupied by pairs.  There are several pairs of loons throughout the lake – at least one pair as of June 19 had a pair of babies.   Bald Eagles were once again seen during the winter, according to Bird Studies Canada, these birds migrate south in late fall from northern Ontario and return in late winter/early spring. 

Blandings turtles (smooth shell and bright yellow throat) have been seen regularly on the Jack Lake Road – please remember these turtles are considered threatened although they are common in Apsley area.  All turtle species (except for painted turtles) are protected under Ontario's Endangered Species Act 2007 (includes snapping turtles).

Black bears are attracted by the smell of and rewarded with an easy meal.  When bears pick up a scent they will investigate it – there have been recent bear problems reported along McCoy Road.  If bears are rewarded with feasts of bird/dog food or garbage, they will return as long as the food source continues to be available.    For more details about what to do (and not do) please see MNR’s fact sheet at www.ontario.ca/bearwise and also a segment from CHEX-TV

To Report Bear Problems contact MNR Bear Wise at 1-866-514-2327.  If life threatening emergency call Police

Fire Pumps (Bill Pezzack)
As you know, the JLA has ten fire pumps located around the lake that are available to you in case of an emergency.  The pumps were conditioned over the winter and tested again this spring by Anchorage Marina.  

Look for me at Regatta this year for a fire pump demonstration.  I will be happy to explain the procedure and you will have a chance to start the pump yourself.

Last summer, stakeholders on the lake received an updated map with the locations of fire pumps along with hazard buoys indicating rocks and shoals.  Extra copies will be available at regatta and the marinas.

Fisheries Committee (Jim Perun/Bill DuBois)

Gill netting was conducted by the MNR Summer and Fall, 2009.  MNR pulled up a wide variety of fish with many Yellow Perch, Lake Herring and Black Crappie.  The results continue to show a complex fishery on the lake.
 

Twelve volunteers along with great support from MNR’s Junior Rangers placed 70 tonnes of cobblestone at two walleye spawning areas August 17-19, 2009.  
 

MNR conducted a Winter Creel Survey in January and February, 2010, the results show that one half the number of hours were invested and the number of fish actually harvested was closer to 40 percent of last years catch. 
 

Walleye Watch for Spring, 2010 went well with the exception of the South Basin. Ice out was very early this year with Walleye Watchers needed to be on the lake the first week in April. Walleye spawning was still active in the North Basin.   New equipment and batteries were purchased from a CFWIP Grant making the job much easier to perform. 
 

Lake Trout status is still under consideration from the MOE. They were on the lake in May and will return in July/August and also September.  It was also determined that the existing Lake Trout population of the lake is of “mixed ancestry” which means that they have native genes as well as genes from Provincial hatchery stock (from the Great lakes). 
 

There is little information on where Walleye and Lake Trout spawn in the south basin - please notify a member of the Fisheries Ctte if you think or know of possible shoals used by either species for spawning to be monitored and also to enhanced with cobblestone in 2011.
 

Volunteers are needed to conduct Lake Trout spawning watch activities in late October when the water temperature is about 10 degrees centigrade.    

A Kids Fishing Derby during Family Fishing Week in July, 2011.  More details to follow.
Please speak to a member of the Fisheries Ctte or JL Board of Directors if interested in volunteering in any fish related fisheries activities
Junior JLA (Karen Burleigh Kerr)

In the past (1960's-1970's) a Junior Cottage Association helped teens to gather, meet new people, help with regatta and stewardship projects of the Jack's Lake Association and we are engaging to resurrect such a group again.  Last year a small group met to trek to Little Jack for a swim, helped with the placing of rubble for the Walleye spawning shoal and with the annual regatta.  Any young people who are 13 years and older who would like to join or adults/parents who would like to help with the activities can contact Karen Burleigh-Kerr at cottage (656-4004) or home (705-292-0291) or via email to kbkmum@msn.com

Membership Report (Eileen Moulton)

As of July 7th there are 342 paid up members this year.  Of these, 9 are new members and a special welcome to them.  Last year we had 410 by year end.  Please see me before leaving today if you have not yet paid. 

In my Smoke Signals report, I mentioned “Golden Members”—families who have belonged continuously for the last 10 years!!  We have 170 of these families!  We will have a special draw from these names at the end of the meeting.  You must be present to win.

Members who had their fees in by March 31, and are present at the meeting, qualify for the “early bird” draws today.   Prizes presented today are compliments of Marvel Rapids Golf Course, Sayers Foodland, Wellington Street Images and Home Hardware.  Thank you to all of them.

Regatta:

We are very grateful to Dave Hoyle for agreeing to chair the Regatta committee.  Please speak to him to volunteer your help.  The organizers are looking for donations for the bake sale and used books, games, puzzles, CDs, or DVDs tables.  Please bring them around 9:00 the Sunday morning of Regatta.

Smoke Signals:

We all want to see the high quality of Smoke Signals continue that Elizabeth Hoyle and her team have set.  Carolyn Ford continues to out do herself with the sale of advertising. What a team!  Thankfully, we can look forward to another couple of editions with Elizabeth as editor as long as we can help her to “Keep Calm and Carry On”. She is looking for material on the following topics: The Original cottagers series; Environmental projects, ideas, stories, reports; Creative writing, arts or crafts; Entertaining ideas; History; Memories; Cottage rituals; Regatta memories; Love stories; Famous Jack Lakers; Brain teasers, games, activities.   So folks, pleeeease help us.

Volunteers Needed:

The following are volunteer positions we would like to promote for the implementation of the Jack Lake Stewardship Plan:

· Nature lovers to identify habitat of endangered species and species at risk in the areas that are proposed for “forest management activities” in the Bancroft-Minden Forest Management Plan, 2011-2021.

· The fisheries committee has many interesting projects planned, so speak to Bill DuBois, Jim Perun or Marcine DuBois.

Other Useful Information:

Safe Burning

· Check with your municipality before you burn leaves and debris.  You may be required to get a permit, and burning may be permitted at certain times in the day.
· Do not burn when it is windy.
· Never leave your fire unattended.

Safe Campfires

· Use a fire pit for campfires.  Dig a hole, ensure the area around the pit is free 

of combustible materials, surround your fire pit with rocks or stone slabs, and always keep a bucket of water nearby.

· Make sure all glowing embers are extinguished before you leave your fire.  Use adequate amounts of water and stir into ashes.  Mineral soil works well to extinguish fire.

The FireSmart Cottage - information from the Federation of Cottage Associations (FOCA) Fact Sheet www.foca.on.ca or MNR www.ontario.ca/fireprevention  (Click on “Be Fire Smart”).

Power Outages:

Hydro One has a power outages map you can access from home to check on power outages at the cottage www.hydroone.com/MyHome/PowerOutages/Pages/Default.aspx  

The Burleigh Road Historical Society is compiling information, stories and photos of hockey and ice activities or events in the Apsley area (Apsley rink or frozen lakes) – please contact Clifford Couch at couch.cliff@hotmail.com.   This may coincide with the official opening of the new Apsley Arena and rumour has it the Stanley Cup will be attending.

Weather Forecasts for Apsley from Environment Canada, based on Bancroft observations and data www.weatheroffice.gc.ca/city/pages/on-30_metric_e.html
Township of North Kawartha www.northkawartha.on.ca 705-656-4445 or 

800-755-6931

Township of Havelock-Belmont-Methuen www.havelockbelmontmethuen.on.ca 

705-778-2308 or 877-767-2795

Peterborough County www.county.peterborough.on.ca 705-743-0380 or 800-710-9586
